HI.   THE OPPOSING WAR PLANS

___HE original belligerents of September, 1939, began hostilities

according to three separate war plans: the German, the Anglo-
French, and the Polish. As a glance at the map shows, and for other
reasons as we shall see in a moment, it would have been difficult
for the English and French to have co-ordinated their action with
that of the Poles, and in fact no co-ordination was attempted. -

The discontinuity of military experiment compels all peacetime
war plans to depend upon theoiy. Not theory in the high sense of
general principles which fully explain a mass of facts completely or
at least abundantly known, but in the lesser sense of principles
based as far as possible upon the known facts and in part upon new
factors not yet fully tested but certain to make the next war more
or less different from the last Now, theory has become an unpopu-
lar word. Indeed, it is loosely used by fools as a synonym for false-
hood, although obviously a thing cannot be true in theoiy if it be
false in practice. Nevertheless, the officers who have the technically
fascinating but often thankless job of making war plans must al-
ways combine knowledge with guesswork, most of all today when
physical science is constantly creating new military instruments.
Even for past military experience planners must rely either upon
the limited personal memories of individuals or upon the interpre-
tations by historians of the corpse of the past. Hence, incidentally,
the peculiar importance of military history, for historians are like
embaltners or undertakers who might, if they chose, lay out the
dead in a number of different postures.

Neglecting the 1939 Polish plan for the moment, the widely dif-
ferent German and Anglo-French plans had one fundamental
thing in common. Both were determined not to repeat the mass
massacres of 1914-18. This massive and incontrovertible fact has
shaped the entire course of events. Except in Asia and in eastern
Europe,* every government and every people, insofar as the peoples
were articulate, entered the war with the firm intention of waging
it without the fearful sacrifices of the last great struggle. Upon
Prussianized Germany, which under the strange leadership of the
Austrian-bora ex-corporal launched the colossal military adventure,
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